












Breakdown of reserves held
Please complete or update the highlighted boxes to help provide a breakdown of the types of reserves held by the authority at the year end:

£ £ £
Earmarked reserves:

Description of reserve:

0
Restricted (ring-fenced) reserves:

Description of reserve:
CWMET Grant 1500
Wildlife Group 1880
Drainage (Linstock) 7525

10905

General reserves 39322
39322

Total reserves 50227

Box 7 per Annual Return 50,227

Difference 0

Explanation of difference (if applicable):

Column B - Each reserve should be renamed to show the specific purpose / name given by this authority.  

Column D - Earmarked items - a value for the amount earmarked for each specific reserve should be entered. There maybe fewer than 5 reserves or more and the
number can be reduced or extended as appropriate. 
Earmarked items are reserves carved out from general reserves. They may have come from donations, events or fees charged but they have no restrictions on what
they can be used for other than the Council has designated/declared that they are being held for X purpose. 
NB: A Council needs to formally designate and minute decisions to earmark funds. And similarly, if the Council require to use these 'designated' general funds for a
purpose for which they have not been designated, the Council needs to take a decision to un-designate/re-designate the funds and minute their decision. This is
part of the budget review to ensure the Council are holding appropriate levels of funding and using it as the Council intended to when the Council put their annual
budget together.

Column D - General reserves - this should relate to normal operating funds (reserves held for the general running of the Council with no specific/defined purpose)
and should be the difference between the total of all Earmarked reserves and Restricted (ring-fenced) reserves, and the value of Box 7 on Section 2 of the AGAR. 

Column D - Ring-fenced items - a value for the amount restricted (ring-fenced) for each specific reserve should be entered. There maybe fewer than 5 reserves or
more and the number can be reduced or extended as appropriate. 
Ring fenced items are reserves which may have been raised or donated to the Council for a specific or restricted purpose which cannot be used for anything else.
For example, S106 would be ringfenced as there are limitations on what it can be used for.



Bank reconciliation template

£ £

Balance per bank statements at 31 March 2025:
Account Name:
Current 216.45 
Savings 50,010.77 

50,227.22 

Add: outstanding receipts (enter these as positive numbers)
Add detail -  
Add detail -  
Add detail -  

-  

Less: outstanding payments (enter these as negative numbers)
HMRC
Add detail -  
Add detail -  

-  

Balance per cashbook at 31 March 2025 50,227.22 
(should agree to Box 8 on Section 2)

Outstanding receipts
This should include any amounts received which have been recorded in the cashbook
as being received in the period to 31 March 2025 but which appear on the bank statement
after 31 March 2025.

Outstanding payments
This should include any amounts paid which have been recorded in the cashbook as 
being paid in the period to 31 March 2025 but which appear on the bank statement after
31 March 2025.

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. 
It must agree to Box 8 on Section 2 of the AGAR and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are prepared on a 
receipts and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that outstanding payments 
should be entered as negative figures.



Smaller authority name: __Stanwix Rural Parish Council__________ 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 

 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
 
1. Date of announcement               Monday 2 June 2025                                (a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by 
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been 
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, 
it is subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the 
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating 
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person 
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Sarah Kyle, Clerk/RFO, 
       Hill House, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DY 
       email clerk@stanwixrural.co.uk 
      Tel: 07548 981 009 
 
commencing on (c) _    Tuesday 3 June 2025 _____________________  
 
 
and ending on (d) ___Monday 14 July 2025 _________________         _  
 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor 
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 
2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

Moore (Ref AP/HD)                                   
Rutland House  
Minerva Business Park  
Lynch Wood  
Peterborough 
PE2 6PZ 

 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) __Sarah Kyle, RFO______________ 
 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and extends for a single period of 
30 working days (inclusive) ending on the 
date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must also include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 

 
Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
By law, any interested person has the right to inspect the accounting records of smaller authorities. If 
you are a local government elector or registered to vote in the local councils’ elections, then you are 
able to ask questions about the accounts and object to them.  

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year, they must advertise that 
they are available for people to inspect. You must then provide the council with reasonable notice of 
your intentions. Following this, by arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make 
copies of the accounting records and supporting documents. You may be required to pay a copying 
charge.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
If you have any questions regarding the accounting records, you should first ask your smaller authority. 
This must be done during the 30-day period for the exercise of public rights. You may also ask the 
appointed auditor questions about an item in the accounting records. However, the auditor can only 
answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions so is limited with their response. To avoid any confusion, 
it is advised that you put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections 
 
Should you view something as unlawful or believe there are matters of wider concern in the accounts, 
you may wish to object. If you are a local government elector, you have the right to ask the external 
auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item is contrary to the law and should be reported 
as a matter of public interest. This must be done by telling the appointed auditor which specific item in 
the accounts you object to and why you believe it to be unlawful or think a public interest report should 
be made about it. You must provide clear evidence to support your objection, and this should be done 
in writing and the copied to the council. 
 
You should not use the ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority. Complaints of this nature should be taken to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law 
Centre or to your solicitor.  
 
A final word 
 
Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections.  In 
deciding whether to take your objection forward, the auditor must consider the cost that will be involved. 
They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts 
against an auditor’s decision, you may have to pay for the action yourself. 
 
 

 



Name of smaller authority: Stanwix Rural Parish Council
Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

Please ensure variance explanations are quantified to reduce the variance excluding stated items below the 15% / £500 / £100,000 threshold

2025 2024 Variance Variance
DO NOT OVERWRITE THE BOXES HIGHLIGHTED IN 
RED/GREEN

Explanation (must include narrative and supporting figures)
Note: If an explanation is required for the variance of Box 4 and the explanation refers to a change 
in hours or a change in pay rates, please could you note the previous hours/rates and the updated 
hours/rates

£ £ £ % Is > 15% Is > £100,000

54,817 48,554
Explanation of % variance from PY opening balance not 
required - Balance brought forward agrees

46,500 46,500 0 0.00% NO NO  

10,902 9,895 1,007 10.17% NO NO  

22,058 21,538 520 2.42% NO NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO NO  

39,933 28,594 11,339 39.65% YES NO  

The additional expenditure is made up of the following variances: £34.00 less in postages; £286.71 
less on IT purchases and broadband; £5.00 more on internal audit; £6.00 more on telephone; 
£216.37 less on insurances; £741.25 less on admin and stationery; £5090.94 more on equipment to 
replace disposed items; £462.50 less on grounds maintenance; £140.10 less on playground 
inspections; £122.50 more on playground maintenance; £251.51 less on project expenditure; 
£5458.49 more on asset maintenance including deposit; £91.78 more on grant funding to local 
bodies; £2246.24 more on VAT due to incresed expenditure on other items.

7 Balances Carried Forward 50,227 54,817 -4,590 8.37% NO NO  

50,227 54,817 -4,590 8.37% NO NO  

107,037 106,931 106 0.10% NO NO  

0 0 0 0.00% NO NO  

Explanation Required?

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets

10 Total Borrowings

1 Balances Brought Forward

2 Precept or Rates and Levies

3 Total Other Receipts

4 Staff Costs

Now, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the green boxes where 
relevant:
• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £500);
• variances of more than £100,000 must be explained even where this constitutes less than 15%;

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment

6 All Other Payments

Explanation of variances 2024/25 – pro forma 

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments
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